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Higher Education's Role in Regional Economic Growth: Key Takeaways from the
2025 UEDA Washington Conference

The inaugural 2025 UEDA Washington Conference was a resounding success, bringing
together higher education leaders, economic development professionals, and key
stakeholders to explore the evolving role of higher education in regional prosperity.

Throughout the event, attendees engaged in thought-provoking discussions on a range of
critical topics. Sessions focused on strategies for effectively communicating the value of
their work, fostering collaborations between EDA-designated University Centers (UCs) and
Economic Development Districts (EDDs), leveraging data tools, and discussions
surrounding UEDA’s key pillars of Talent, Innovation, and Place. 

One key takeaway was the important role universities and UCs play in being convenors
between local interests to statewide and even national priorities. As universities continue to
serve as hubs for talent cultivation, research, and innovation, their role in shaping
economic and community development has never been more essential.

With insightful discussions and collaborative energy, the 2025 UEDA Washington
Conference reinforced the importance of strategic partnerships and knowledge-sharing.
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The future of economic development is undeniably linked to the innovation and expertise
that higher education institutions bring to the table.

Register Now: 2025 UEDA Summit

Join us for the UEDA Summit 2025 in Huntsville, Alabama from October 6 - 8, 2025!
The UEDA Summit will bring together national experts in leveraging college and university
resources for economic development and increased community impact.  

Learn cutting-edge best practices. Share success stories. Build a network of colleagues.
Gain the latest insights on the ever-changing and vital role of colleges and universities. All
at UEDA Summit 2025.

DEADLINE EXTENDED: Submit Your Proposals for the 2025 UEDA Summit!

Great news! The deadline has been extended to submit a proposal for the 2025 UEDA
Summit in Huntsville, AL October 6 - 8, 2025.

Key Details:
🟠 New Submission Deadline: April 4, 2025 (Extended Deadline!)
🟠 How to Submit: Submit Your Proposal Here 
🟠 Learn More: Information on Submitting a Proposal

We look forward to reviewing your proposal!

Affinity Meetings and Webinars
UEDA Talent Webinar: Growing Talent & Ventures at the University of Cincinnati

Register Here
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April 16, 2025
1:00 PM – 2:00 PM ET

Join the UEDA Talent Network and hear from Kate Harmon, Assistant Vice President of the
Office of Entrepreneurship at the University of Cincinnati! She will present on how she
develops, attracts and grows talent at the University of Cincinnati’s Center for
Entrepreneurship. Founded in 1997, the Center provides co-curricular, experiential learning
experiences and resources for students looking to develop their entrepreneurial mindset
and build a venture.

The center oversees the university’s commercialization arm (Venture Lab) which supports
students, faculty/staff, alumni and community members working on scalable, technology-
based ventures through accelerators, mentorship and funding.

University Centers in the News
The University of Tennessee Center for Industrial Services Hosted the
Inaugural Tennessee Workforce Development Academy (Featuring the
University of Tennessee)

Marshall Advanced Manufacturing Center (MAMC) Celebrates 35 Years of
Service (Featuring Marshall University)

Interested in getting more involved with UEDA?

Contact us at info@universityeda.org or read more about UEDA’s committees. 

Disclaimer 
Portions of this email was prepared by UEDA using Federal funds under award ED21HDQ3120062 from

Economic Development Administration, U.S. Department of Commerce. The statements, findings,

conclusions, and recommendations are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views of

the Economic Development Administration nor the U.S. Department of Commerce.
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Register Today!
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Our mailing address is:
PO Box 12546

Arlington, VA 22209 

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.
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